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NAT KING COLE is one of those rare artists who have made a name for themselves in two different branches of
show business and one who, moreover, has enjoyed both artistic and commercial success. He began his career as
a professional jazz pianist and is, to this day, remembered as one of the great performers in this field. In 1946 he
won the I'Isquiru(}t)]]d Medal as a pianist and there are many jazz fans who feel he could have reached really great
heights as a jazz pianist had he stayed with this side of his talent. But it is as a singer that he is loved and re-
membered today.

NATHANIEL ADAMS COLES was born in Montgomery, Alabama, on March 17th 1917. In 1921 the family
moved to Chicago where his father was a Pastor of the Truelight Spiritual Temple. By the time he was twelve
vears old Nat was playing the organ and singing in the choir there. He took a few piano lessons so that he might be
able to read music but he never really needed tuition, being a natural pianist.

In 1934 he began his professional career and for this purpose dropped the 's” in his name. His first job was ds
leader of a band called Rogues of Rhvthm in which he worked with his brother Eddie around the Chicago clubs
and dance halls. It was at this time, at the age of 19, that he made his recording debut on Decca with a sextette led
by his brother on bass. He then joined a Road Company of “Shuffle Along™ and married one of the chorus girls
called Nadine Robinson. When the show folded and the band broke up Nat worked singly for some time until
1939 when he formed the historic Nat King Cole Trio with Wesley Prince on bass and Oscar Moore on guitar and
where, initially, Nat was the star on piano. The Trio was the first small group to be commercially successful and
paved the way for many others to follow them. Up to then hig bands had been what the public wanted to hear.

Nat seems to have become a singer almost by accident. He was playing with the Trio in a Hollywood Club
when the owner suddenly decided he wanted to have a singer. So as not to lose his job Nat promptly began sing-
ing, plaving piano as he sang. His earlv singing was light thythm and blues and one of his early successes was
“SWEET LORRAINE", the theme song of the clarinetist immy Noone, whom he had heard in his early days
in Chicago. :

As Nat became more and more successful as a singer he began playing less and less piano. The words of a song
were alwavs important to him and by doing the two jobs his concentration was necessarily divided. It isalso, not
easy 1o sing well whilst sitting down, especially for a singer with such a soft, intimate voice.

The Trio always did well but in 1944 they were signed to Capitol Records and recorded one of Nat's own

numbers “STRAIGHTEN UP AND FLY RIGHT™. This was an enormous hit and by then Nat's singing was the
main attraction of the Trio and for recording he gradually began adding strings and then more and more instru-
ments until he had a large orchestra backing him. The Trio began making films in which Nat plaved several quite
important roles and in 1947, with his smash hit record of “FOR SENTIMENTAIL REASONS™, he was well and
truﬁy launched as a ballad singer. The Trio split up in 1951 and Nat continued as a solo singer as which, it has to
be said, he achieved much more monetary success than he ever could have as a jazz pianist. He had one gigantic
hit after another—"NATURE BOY", "MONA LISA", “SMILE", "DANCE BALLERINA DANCE", “TOO
YOUNG". . . .He'began touring all over the world: he had his own networked series on TV: he appeared in stage
shows: he played, very successfully, the part of W. C. Handy in the film **St. Louis Blues™". In every way his popu-
larity increased, even when ballads fell under a cloud in the rock and roll era.
Nat was possibly the first black male singer to win acceptance from the white public which was prepared to
accept black jazz musicians but less inclined to welcome black singers. He never made a conscious effort to
appeal to a white audience but his velvety tones and great artistry won them over. He had a warm and gentle per-
sonality, was liked by everybody and was never spoiled by success, and all this was reflected in his voice.

He died at the early age of 47 on February 15th 1965, but happily for us, he left behind him many recordings
which are as popular todayv as thev have ever been and which stil)i continue to sell in larger quantities than those
of most living artists.
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WORDS & MUSIC BY
NOEL SHERMAN AND JOE SHERMAN
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JAY LIVINGSTON
aud RAY EVANS

oyl Rt = B
1 { 11 i 1E 1 }
o — | % P = 'E Jidg
JWP —1 —
/’_px : B S RS [ L 10
‘ . = L pee— :
b — » b = s - 3 XY
z—p %k +—] 44 =H ' =
Voice (ad 166
ﬂ L 4 A, L i £
S2at » ) ) = 7 = 13 o N T X 1 1
& =i —'*‘ " == =
In a vil - la in a lit - tle old I - tal - ian town
““_'-..——_ __—_---_‘_“‘-\
s—8—3 4§ ‘f'_ =g :
J e ¥
colla voce
@E_II‘? Ix + I > ey + T > ——
| " E— e 1 ¥ & T 1 1
= w v + »
Bb
e K ! iy ]
gt e
‘ i g R 4 resay 2
lives a girl whose beau-ty shames lhe rose Man-y yearn to love her but their
e | BT e P B e
0.1 r — G AR = —
e T = g
S & 1. T
B9 thebg— 519 Shve b “ho e
R o e T ‘ =
e f - T = j_il—’"'l#r r I
Tt » + o —u® f . =
G 3 g
F7 Bb m  Flldim P
L } h | Y B pid == %‘. i Ll %l
[} U I
0 .
LL i 1 ¥ L i B i | 8 i 11
e) r T T ¥ ¥ t t
hopes all tum-ble down What does she want? No one knows!
R e . Py T gy
1B | arsps g 1 ] Iy e p— B xP-H 5 1
1ir { H 1 i ‘l & h 1 4 1. LUL
1 = — P
Fl Ld o ‘-—-'r %:
o T r ir .
e ——— e mf il e N
i p . =0 2 - oy il
e g B i e = et
% , o f 1
Gm? eém6 Cfidim B) Cmt 7 B8b7

©1949 Famous Music Corporation,
Famous Chappell Loendon.
Used by permission

1 Gulf and Western Plaza, New York, NY 10023,



14

Refrain Slowly Rubato
s

} 1% 2.y H
- X 1 T t 1¢1
| v 18 | - .8 T I ¥ ¥ ]
) F  § r L & f
Mo - na Li-sa, Mo - na Li-sa men have named you: You're so

g T ey = — —_
-_— e g
S ¥ = “ LR i é il =
mp ¥ g gf-———... mf’
' " 1 +
o T 2 .‘;: d-l } =_[1 = é
-5~ “‘--___._.--""’_‘ ;r &
Eb 1 Al Eb
b — , W—
L Y i | J T,
8 e
e) R A : 14 e R .
like the la-dy with the mys-tic smile. Is 1t on-ly'cause you're lone-ly_ they have

i}ﬁ T X T e
Iy D s A g
Y - A S 4

blamed you for that Mo-na Li- sa strange-ness in your smile? Do you

_////——_ - '_._""'"--\ ——_-__H“-.\
LlﬁL /T——“‘\ = ? ! } 1 ¢ B = a
g prm— 1 — = :
L3 e i T 1 1 ¢
e TR s=us=
@ | ¥ =
t (p) ko L M“'ﬂ“\_\_ S
| 1 } “‘_IF' ¥ ! “- < ‘1 i _{ ‘ e R i §
i 4 « - - — oo = e :
Bb7 L4 Eb ¥
L Ty :
%ﬁs‘q—a—r——mﬁ R e
L4374 7, L 81 au o—H - - & e s ot t 4 ¥ 1
(3] 13 ¥ = =




15

|7 &

L4

en brought to your

—oT PTOURNE 0 ¥°

e |

)"

L]

Are you

Eb7
_‘l_f
just

i

Ld et

o

B |
=_====

—

there.

T

o

&
Abm

sa,
Eb

|4

_prm—
f—

—8—

o

Man-y dreams have be
and they die

£

L5

1
1
o

art?

oS-
na

[~

there,

A

Mo

—

1 |
r

lie
}
§—t+
=

BL7

T

L

|
14

[

J"’—x-—‘\_N

1

~

T

o

L

They just

i ¢

"
11

|4

P

T

Eb

1

L

this your way to hide a brok-en heart?

f-'“"—'-....\

|

s
door - step.
Ab

L

X 110

0 |
0

- %0

iy
i

¥ 11U/,

oJ

of

e

r

=

=

cold and lone-ly, love-ly work

BhL7

RO

L

N T iV

0




16 ;
v Sl

JOHN TURNER and GEOFFREY PARSONS CHARLES CHAPLIN

Andante
m :-

h = % AN
gj}\ P F {7 D Ty
¥ 14
mf g ;———{-—} rit.
£} immm— i’ﬁ"‘] 3 o ol
et — g —= ¢
T T © =
b=
s ——t——F— } ===
S —— =" . & - & @ L o i—{——‘_l—-—
Smile the' your heart  is ach - ing, Smile ev - en tho' 1ts break - ing,
0 I [’_—I_ 1 T *-—[-h_\& /f—_.——z-_— I T ——
_llﬁ}; = i 1 T E <7 T T 1 T T Swn
=z 4 —s v g% 85 ¢ - o
mp _
n—t——@ g ] i |
_bt_..i [ __j & d i '_[
== T L8] (87 T
F
I s I T 1 t + 1
BE—1 1 1 I I I I T r —
s P —1 1 1 T p=i  — iy = { i
P —e——=F =1y =
When  there are  clouds in the sky you'll get by, If you smile thro’ your
¥ 1
D449 “%ieﬁ_:iog;
z L 3 ——
IR p0] Tan N oW S .
:E)?t'a;—: S o e b Fl‘:ﬁ‘ i
:—_,.._"_.0. | %Ig o Fay
F Fdim Onm D7 St
4 e 1 4 1 4 4 4
£ — 1 ] B s — T 1 T I a5 I T
T e P e o175 5 r 5 5
g--#% ——b i g ; T '

. ) ) i
fear and sor-row, Smile and may - be to-mor-row youll see the  sun come ehin-ing

e e

1 1 ‘{ 1 1 } I | 1 1 ] N
‘j’!i =4 = =Sl Ees
— " -5 —
= :
| ] ] . ;
& l b L % } [# ] i lb‘I d i ‘1 [} ‘;i HE. i a_l[-
—4> O { e e
Gm BEmB l::}:; ;ﬂ' =

%1954 by Bourne Inc., New York, NY., U.5. A
BOURNE! MUSIC LTD., 34-36 Maddox Street London, W.1. for the
British Commonwealth ‘of Nations (Excluding Canada and Australasia).

Used by permission.



thro} for you Light up your face with glad-ness, Hide ev - 'ry
~ _——— — -
5 e ——

=  — =
— — T O T —
- <>
am?7 c1by F
A 1 } 4
5 s ~vetion S 1 T : | poed 1 }I s 1 .‘L_ﬁ
Ll 1 1 1 1 1 1 | e "y 8 W
W —— - v — s 7 — ! % s
trace of sad-ness, Al - 'tho a tear may be ev - er w0 ueiar, Thats the
g T AR
1 1 i I'_""--h\ + } T _} 1 1 ¥ _%_______‘
e — 1 é!. =3 I = * —o % ng
e ® & - o 5 & g ﬁ'ﬁr hF- b¥ e v = =
3 1 J LN -/_:I'] (MY | 3 { kel I 3 I/-lr_-—_i\l
% t ( i ¥z ——ta S s e 4
s ljt‘} e
) o

L]
o
B
o
=]
e

| —_— — === =
§¥}"i"f9 %rrf‘iarﬁ

4
s e
= »
L]
almy
Q)
B=

__.,...

time, you must Keep on try -ing, Smile, whats the use of cry-ing, Youll find that

e - Jﬁ? el m[ f___:“—-—‘ﬁ
EESSSSlRs s S =
| —

N

/-"‘\
: | o i S O £t
D [ ‘ ™ M o [ ‘1 & c}'
g reN ey —
: Pe =
Gm Bbmub Ebo a:
o)
} t I 1 i 1
T t
1 Pobd—
g 1 =
life is =till worth - while, It you just
H—— e

Rl
ol
|
|




18

O’C

Words by
SAM M. LEWIS
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Sweet Lomaine . by

Words by
MITCHELL PARISH CLIFF BURWELL
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Words and Music by
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